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Chapter 1

The Walls That Divide Us

“All these were cities fortified with high walls, gates,
and bars, besides very many unwalled villages.”
—Deut. 3:5

In the third century BC, one of the most recognized symbols of China, and indeed the whole
world, was constructed—the Great Wall of China.
One of the “New7Wonders of the World,” the wall
spans some 4,000 miles and is 15–30 feet high in
most places. It is the world’s largest m
 an-made
structure. China’s Emperor Qin She Huang ordered
the building of the wall to keep out barbarian
invaders. Little did he know that the wall would
not actually prevent invaders from entering China.
It served more as a psychological barrier between
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China and her enemies than an impenetrable line
of defense. It was designed to preserve the Chinese
culture from Western civilization and separate the
people from any kind of outside influence. Despite
the great lengths they took to prevent their enemies
from coming in, the wall came up short and couldn’t
do the job.
It’s common to put up walls in nearly every facet
of life. Whether physical, emotional, or spiritual,
walls are part of our lives. We want to feel secure
and in control, keeping a safe distance from the
intrusions of others, sometimes even friends and
family. Why do we go to such great lengths to avoid
people if Christ calls us to love others? In our effort
to stay in our comfort zone, have we ignored Jesus’s
call to be salt and light in this world?

Don’t Get Too Close

Living in New York City, I have frequently taken
the subway in order to avoid the brutal traffic. After
making my way into the dark cavernous MTA (Metropolitan Transportation Authority) system, walking
along the steel corridors and going down the slippery
steps, I have sometimes been confronted with such
a horrible smell that I could hardly stand it. To my
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dismay, it has been a person near me, dressed in old,
worn-out clothing and passing from train to train to
gather a few cents to buy something to eat. My first
reaction was not what you would call Christlike. In
fact, it was the total opposite—my flesh just wanted
to distance myself from someone society considers
an outcast. The closer I got to him, the stronger
the smell. It was plain to see that everyone else was
trying not to get too close.
The way we treat others and our approach to life
need to be examined in light of scripture. If someone or something doesn’t fit into our agenda or the
norms of our community, we tend to automatically
erect a wall, forbidding further entry. Thinking in
such a closed-minded way can result in pride and
self-righteousness, and those attitudes smell odious
to God.
The centrality of the image of God is crucial
to how we think about ourselves and others. Every
person you see is made in the image of God and
therefore has great dignity and worth. We are meant
to image God in the world as well as in our relationships, which means being a source of love rather
than judgment and division.
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The centrality of the image
of God is crucial to how we think
about ourselves and others.
Admittedly, getting close to others can put us in
a more vulnerable position. There is a cost to choosing engagement and love instead of selfishness and
isolation. But that is God’s agenda for his people.
After all, Jesus came all the way from heaven for
us. Along the same line, Paul wrote, “But now in
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ” (Eph. 2:13).
Paul was speaking to Gentiles who were alienated
from the community of God and without hope. In
Christ, these outsiders were welcomed into the new
community comprised of people from every nation,
tribe, and tongue. The walls of division between
Jews and Gentiles had been broken down.

Divide and Conquer

The great Baptist preacher Charles Spurgeon said
that division is often the work of the enemy. “Satan
always hates Christian fellowship; it is his policy to
keep Christians apart. Anything which can divide
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saints from one another he delights in. He attaches
far more importance to godly fellowship than we
do. Since union is strength, he does his best to
promote separation.”1 The enemy tries to cause
division and disrupt unity. He knows his time is
limited (Rev. 20:10), so he will try anything he
can to prevent the church from succeeding in its
mission.
The church in Corinth was dealing with dissension and growing factions, so Paul addressed them
forcefully: “I appeal to you, brothers, by the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and
that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be united in the same mind and the same judgment”
(1 Cor.1:10). Unfortunately, the echoes of division
in the early church can still be heard in the church
today. Conflict within ministry continues to occur
in every shape and form. Too often, small decisions
get blown out of proportion.
The common goal for every Christian should be
God’s glory and not our own. Our focus should be
shifted to exemplifying Christ in our character and
lifestyle. We tend to forget that and instead argue
and divide over things that don’t really matter. The
notion of Christ being divided goes against his very
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nature, and it’s certainly not what he intends for
his people. In the Gospels, Jesus said that he was
one with the Father. We see all three persons of
the Trinity unified as one and working together at
Jesus’s baptism.
We also see the importance of unity in the relationship Jesus had with his 12 disciples. He chose
12 common working men to follow him. He ate
with them, walked with them, and empowered them
for ministry. They were constantly with him (other
than when he managed to slip away to pray, and
then they went looking for him). The close bond
Jesus shared with his disciples would transform them
into men on a mission to share their lives with others and expand God’s kingdom. God would use this
rag-tag group of disciples to launch a missionary
movement that would change much of the known
world. And it all started with these men spending
time with Jesus, learning from him.
In light of how crucial unity is to the church,
you can see why the enemy tries to bring division.
He tries to divide and conquer the church, encouraging dissent among Christians. It’s a tactic used in
military operations to try to separate and weaken the
enemy. And yet God is stronger than the enemy,
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and even when things look bleak, he is able to secure
the victory for his people.
The song of Moses in Exodus 15 is a beautiful
rendition of how God shattered the walls of 400
years of oppression, conquering the enemy for his
glory and the freedom of his people. Exodus 15:9
reads, “The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have
its fill of them. I will draw my sword; my hand
shall destroy them.’” But that’s not how things went
down. Instead, Moses and the people of Israel were
left singing, “I will sing to the Lord, for he has
triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has
thrown into the sea” (Exod. 15:1).
So while the enemy attempts to cause division and strife among God’s people—and appears
to be succeeding at times— he will not ultimately
succeed because the battle belongs to the Lord
(2 Chron. 20:15), death has been swallowed up in
victory (1 Cor. 15:54), and the walls of division
must come crumbling down at the feet of Christ.

Doctrines That Divide

In his book The Doctrines That Divide, Erwin Lutzer tells a story that illustrates how a single letter or
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comma can change the meaning of a message. Back in
the days when messages were sent by telegraph, there
was a code for each punctuation mark. A woman
touring in Europe cabled her husband to ask whether
she could buy a beautiful bracelet for $75,000. The
husband relayed the message back “No, price too
high.” The cable operator, in transmitting the message, missed the signal for the comma. The woman
received the message that read, “No price too high.”
She bought the bracelet; the husband sued the company and won. After that, users of Morse code spelled
out punctuation.2 A comma or an iota can make a big
difference when communicating a message.
Communicating the gospel message has become
more complicated since the early church days due to
doctrinal debates and cultural baggage surrounding
people’s understanding of Christianity. So how can
we share the good news with clarity and conviction,
focusing on what truly matters most? When we read
the New Testament, we notice that Jesus spoke with
unusual authority, unlike the other religious leaders.
And frequently, he spoke in parables—earthly stories
with a spiritual point. These stories captured people’s attention while challenging them to consider
profound spiritual truths. Of course, not everyone
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understood or appreciated his parables. In fact, even
his own disciples questioned this approach because
of their own spiritual dullness (Matt. 13:13–15).
Nevertheless, we see that Jesus communicated his
message of hope and love with simplicity for all
to hear. Unfortunately, we tend to complicate the
simple gospel message with doctrinal debates and
legalistic rules that turn people off from our message.
If Jesus is not the center point of our message, then we have failed in our delivery, and our
words will fall on deaf ears. I’m not saying that we
shouldn’t say hard things. Sometimes preachers are
tempted to skip certain passages of scripture that
speak of God’s judgment in order to have a more
seeker-friendly church. Jesus certainly preached the
good news of the gospel, but he also spoke of hell
more often than heaven. So we must not shy away
from speaking hard truths. It’s the unnecessary
debates and controversies that we need to avoid.
It’s a matter of knowing your audience and
knowing what God is calling you to say to them.
Doctrinal debates have their place among Christians, but trying to explain every doctrinal nuance
to new believers or people who haven’t yet come to
faith shouldn’t be the main crux of your message.
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A strong foundation of discipleship—what it means
to follow Jesus—should be fostered rather than getting bogged down arguing about predestination, free
will, or the proper subjects of baptism. Why talk
about these controversies when so many people don’t
understand the basics of the faith?
Christianity is a religion that is founded on the
good news that hope can be found, life can begin
anew, and love is everlasting. Doctrine refers to the
theological truths the Bible teaches and Christians
believe. (1 Tim. 1:10; 4:16; 6:3; Titus 1:9). Sound
doctrine is vital to our faith, but it is also meant to
shape how we live and treat others. People are not
going to listen to a person who’s confused about
what he or she believes and isn’t able to present a
clear message. Nor will they want to become a part
of a group like a church if it has a muddled message.

Let’s not commit the sin of craving
controversy but rather have conviction
about what we believe, preferring
quiet confidence to quarrels
and firm faith to friction.
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And then there’s the more serious issue of people teaching false doctrine that departs from the
truth of scripture. The apostle Paul, in his letter to
Timothy, refers to a false teacher for the third time:
If anyone teaches a different doctrine and
does not agree with the sound words of
our Lord Jesus Christ and the teaching that
accords with godliness, he is puffed up with
conceit and understands nothing. He has an
unhealthy craving for controversy and for
quarrels about words, which produce envy,
dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and
constant friction among people who are
depraved in mind and deprived of the truth,
imagining that godliness is a means of gain.
—1 Tim. 6:3–5
Let’s not commit the sin of craving controversy
but rather have conviction about what we believe,
preferring quiet confidence to quarrels and firm faith
to friction.
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A House Divided Can’t Stand

In the Gospel of Mark, we read of Jesus dealing
graciously with the religious leaders despite their
failure to recognize that the son of God was among
them. They even accused Jesus of aligning himself
with the devil.
And he called them to him and said to them
in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
If a kingdom is divided against itself, that
kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is
divided against itself, that house will not
be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up
against himself and is divided, he cannot
stand, but is coming to an end.
—Mark 3:23–26
Jesus counters that if he’s working against Satan,
then how could he also be empowered by Satan?
After all, he’s been healing people and casting out
demons, which is not the work of Satan. Rather, his
miracles were evidence of his identity as God’s son.
Either we accept his deity as the one true God or
we reject him as lord and savior. A house divided
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can’t and will not stand. Practically speaking, this
teaching means we can’t serve God on Sunday and
then live like the devil the rest of the week and call
ourselves followers of Jesus.
We also see the principle of how a house divided
can’t stand in the political realm. On June 16,
1858, Abraham Lincoln, upon accepting the Illinois Republican party’s nomination as their senator,
gave one of his best-known speeches:
A house divided against itself cannot stand.
I believe this government cannot endure,
permanently half slave and half free. I do
not expect the Union to be dissolved—I do
not expect the house to fall—but I do expect
it will cease to be divided. It will become
all one thing or all the other. Either the
opponents of slavery will arrest the further
spread of it, and place it where the public
mind shall rest in the belief that it is in
the course of ultimate extinction; or its
advocates will push it forward till it shall
become alike lawful in all the States, old as
well as new—North as well as South.3
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Slavery was a growing problem in this country,
and Lincoln understood the dire consequences of
continuing down that road. The basic concept of
slavery in the Old Testament means a loss of freedom
or being held in bondage. In the New Testament, it
also carried the meaning of spiritual subjection to sin
or Satan (Heb. 2:14–15; 2 Pet. 2:19) but also had
a positive meaning to signify servanthood to God.
Paul had experienced this kind of servanthood
to Jesus and wrote, “Therefore do not be ashamed
of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his
prisoner, but share in suffering for the gospel by
the power of God” (2 Tim. 1:8). Share in suffering?
How many of us would jump at the opportunity to
take on someone else’s burdens? Maybe someone
you know is faced with medical expenses they’re
unable to pay for, and in good faith they come to
you asking for help. Do you share their burden?
Maybe there’s work to do around your local church.
Do you volunteer? The desire to share in suffering
for the gospel as servants of Christ and members
of our church communities should characterize the
life of every follower of Jesus.
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The Unification Process

In our quest to become more like Christ, we must
draw closer to him. But when we seek him with all
our heart, we should know that God will likely challenge some of our attitudes and ways of living. Just
like the man on the subway whom nobody wanted to
get too close to, we may discover that some people
want nothing to do with us. Skeptics and opponents
of Christianity reject the idea of Christ as the one
true means of salvation. For them, the teachings of
Christ are too narrow. And behind their rejection
is often a desire to remain in control rather than
submit to God and what the Bible says about truth
and what’s right. So, Christians need to be prepared
to face opposition from many in our culture.
My youngest son, Ethan, used to cry so loud it
made my teeth hurt. What did he want? I would go
down the list of fatherly duties and responsibilities but
couldn’t think of anything I’d failed to do. It wasn’t
because he was hungry, needed a diaper change, or
was sleepy; it was because he missed his mother. He
was experiencing separation anxiety due to being apart
from the one who had carried him for nine months
in the womb. The emotional and physical attachment
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he longed for is similar to our longing for God. We
are meant to be closely connected to him. Although
we don’t always feel this connection, the apostle Paul
wrote that “nothing can separate us from the love
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). If
nothing can separate us from God, why do we tend
to build up walls between us and our loving heavenly
Father? Why not allow him into every area of our
lives, including the financial, social, and emotional
areas we tend to leave him out of?
The apostle Paul urged the church in Ephesus to
be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). If we are to tear down the
walls that divide us internally from others and from
God, we must experience the peace of Christ in our
hearts. Turmoil inside creates division on the outside.
Thus, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God” (Matt. 5:9). A peacemaker is
someone who resolves conflict and facilitates reconciliation. There are many of us standing by, waiting
for peace, when God requires us to actively engage
in the peacemaking process. The scriptures say we’re
to “live peaceably with all” (Rom. 12:18) and even
“strive for peace” (Heb. 12:14). Perhaps the book
of James summarizes it best: “But the wisdom from
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above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and
sincere” (James 3:17). If we desire to live in harmony
with our neighbors, then our objective should be to
pursue peace with great diligence.

Turmoil inside creates
division on the outside.
In our society, peace can have a different meaning. To many people, peace might be found in the
pursuit of money, becoming rich, and finding a sense
of security in their possessions. But that can be a
risky investment in the search for peace. Investors
use a term margin of safety, which means that when
market prices are significantly below the intrinsic
value, an investment can be made with minimal
risk. The truth is, however, that no matter how
safe an investment may appear, there is always risk
involved. No one knows what tomorrow will bring.
Therefore, Jesus advised us to invest in the only sure
investment—the kingdom of God.
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Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where
thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
—Matt. 6:19–21
If you are a Christian, the Bible says you are
united with Christ, and there is no wall that can
divide that eternal union. Whatever walls you might
have erected in your life that are keeping you away
from the close, personal relationship God wants
with you—whether money, relationships, addictions,
or success—agree with your heavenly Father that
nothing can separate you from his unwavering love.
He will keep pursuing you and breaking down the
walls that shouldn’t be there. He is gloriously the
same yesterday, today, and forever, and that blessed
truth is all you need to remember while you live out
the gospel message right where God has placed you.
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